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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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HUMAN DEPENDANCE. 


** Woe to them that go down to Egypt 
for help; and stay on horses, and trust in 
chariots, because they are many; and in 
horsemen because they are very strong; 
but they look not unto the Holy One of 


Israel, neither seek the Lord.”—ZJsaiah 
7 


XXXi. 1. 


Whoever has read the history of the 
Israelites, will perceive how fatal were 
the consequences which resulted to 
them, whenever they placed their de- 
pendance on any other support but on 
the Lord alone. When their depend- 
ance was wholly on the Lord, he ne- 
ver failed to assist and deliver them in 
their extremities; and on the other 
hand, whenever they depended on their 
own strength, or on any human aid 
and assistance, they were never long 
without experiencing troubles and af- 
flictions. Yet how little have mankind 
been instructed by such events—as if 
the statements in regard to the Lord's 
dealings withthe Israelites were nottrue, 
orelse that the Lord has ceased to notice 
and deal with mankind asin former times. 

As long as people place their de- 
pendance only on the Lord, they will 
endeavour to secure his favour by 
doing his will; but when they have 
other dependance, they will be less 
careful to serve him and obey his re- 
quirements—not being so sensible of 
their need of his approbation and as- 
sistance. How little except human 
dependance is now to be found among 
men, and, as a consequence, how are 
the motives to do the Lord’s will, and 
secure his approbation, slackened and 
enfeebléd. 

We have called attention to the pro- 
phecy which heads this article at the 


present time, because we believe just 
Vout. XIII. 7 








\\such circumstances and events as are 


set forth in the 380th and 31st chapters 
of Isaiah, are about to be realized with 
respect to this country and Europe, 
and that “both he that helpeth shall 
fall, and he that is holpen shall falldown, 
and they all shall fail together. For 
[says the prophet] thus hath the Lord 
spoken unto me, Like as the lion and 
the young lion roaring on his prey, 
when a multitude of shepherds is call- 
ed forth against him, he will not be 
afraid of their voice, nor abase him- 
self for the noise of them: so shall the 
Lord of hosts come down to fight for 
mount Zion, and for the hill thereof.’’ 
This coming down to fight for mount 
Zion, and for the hill thereof, has never 
yet taken place, and consequently is 
future, and we believe is near at 
hand. And this is the time when it 
will be well to attend to the counsel of 
the prophet Isaiah, viii. 9, by not join- 
ing in any associations or confedera- 
cies, or taking sides in the contests 
which will arise; for each and every 
confederacy will be broken to pieces, 
one after another, and be overturned 
and overturned, ** until he come whose 
right it is’’ to reign and rule, and it 
will be given unto him to reign and 
rule over allthe earth. The following 
is the passage in Isaiah alluded to:— 
“Associate yourselves, O ye people, 
and ye shall be broken in pieces; and 
give ear, all ye of far countries: gird 
yourselves, and ye shall be broken in 
pieces; gird yourselves, and ye shall 
be broken in pieces. Take counsel 
together, and it shall come to nought; 
speak the word, and it shall not stand.” 
This counselling, associating and 
banding together to accomplish some 
corrupt and selfish ends, wil] be the 











a. 
wo 
~ ea 


er se a 


Ce Se 


SAS PS Ur oe > 
ve ow _- , a ie £ 





$$ 


THE REFORMER 











= —— ————— 





means of their destruction. one by ano- 
ther, and answers to the gathering and 
binding of the tares in bundles to be 
burned or destroyed, at the close of 
the present dispensation, as mentioned, 
Matthew xiii, 350. It is the wicked 
therefore only that will associate and 
band themselves together for the de- 
struction of each other: “ For,’ says 
the prophet, ** the Lord spake thus to 
me with a strong hand, and instructed 
me that I should not walk in the way 
of this people, saying, Say ye not [or 
counsel not to] A confederacy, to all 
them to whom this people shall say 
[join in] A confederacy; neither fear 
ye their fear, nor be afraid. Sanctify 
the Lord of hosts himself; and let him | 
be your fear, and let him be your| 
dread. And he shall be for a sanctu- 
ary [in case you do this;] but for a} 
stone of stumbling and for a rock of. 
offence to both the houses of Israel, 
for a gin and for a snare to the in-| 
habitants of Jerusalem. And many) 
among them shall stumble,and fall, and | 
be broken, and be snared,and be taken.”’ 
We have a striking instance of di- 
vine interposition in behalf of those 
who put their trust in the Lord, in the 
case of Asaking of Judah. Zerah the 
Ethiopian, came against him with a 
host of 1,000,000 men, and 300 cha- 
riots. ‘ And Asa cried unto the Lord, 
and said, Lord, it is nothing with thee 
to help, whether with many, or with 
them that have no power: help us, O 
Lord, our God; for we rest on thee, 
and in thy name we go against this 
multitude. O Lord, thou art our God; 
Jet not man prevail against thee.’ 
Accordingly we read that the Ethio- 
pians were overthrown, pursued, and 
could not recover themselves; and 
Asa and his men obtained a very great 
spoil. On his return to Jerusalem, 
{be prophet Azariah went out to meet 
hia, and said unto him, “ Hear ye me, 
Asa, and all Jndah and Benjamin; 
The Nord is with you, while ye be 
with hin); and if ye seek him, he will 
be found of you, but if ye forsake him, 
he will forsake you.” 








‘dah and Jerusalem, and said, O Lord 
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Afterwards, however, this same Ane 
so far lost sight of the all-sufficiency of 
the divine arm, that he made a league 
with a heathen power, and hired Ben. 
hadad to assist him against Baasha, 
king of Israel. For this he was re- 
proved by Hanani, the seer, who 
said unto him, “ Because thou hast re- 
lied on the king of Syria, and not re. 
iied' on the Lord thy God, therefore jg 
the king of Syria escaped out of thine 
hand. Were not the Ethiopians and 
the Lubims a huge host, with very 
many chariots and horsemen? yet, be- 
cause thou didst rely on the Lord, he 
delivered them into thine hand. For 
the eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to show 
himself strong in the behalf of them 
whose heart is perfect towards him. 
Herein thou hast done foolishly; there- 
fore from henceforth thou shalt have 
wars.’ And so we read, * There was 
war between Asa and Baasha king of 
Israel al! their days.’’ Thus by rely- 
ing on a human arm instead of the 
Lord, he deprived himself of future be- 
nefits, and had wars and troubles the 
remainder of his days. 

We have another striking instance 
of the Lord’s interposition in behalf of 
those who put their trust in him, in the 
ease of Jehoshaphat king of Judah. 
During his administration of the go- 
vernment, the children of Moab, Am- 
mon, and others with them, a great 
multitude, came against him to battle, 
with a view to subdue the country and 
dispossess the Israelites of their inhe- 
ritance. The account thus proceeds: 
‘And Jehoshaphat feared, and set him- 
self to seek the Lord, and proclaimed 
a fast throughout all Judah. And Ju- 
dah gathered themselves together, to 
ask help of the Lord. And Jehosha- 
phat stood in the congregation of Ju- 









































God of our fathers, art thou not God 
in heaven? and rulest not thou over @ 
the kingdoms of the heathen? and in 
thine hands is there not power an 
might, so that none is able to withstand 
thee? And now, behold, the children 
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of Ammon, and Moab, and mount 
Seir, come to cast us out of thy pos- 
session, which thou hast given us to 
inherit. O our God, wilt thou not 
judge them? for we have no might 
against this great company that com- 
eth against us; neither know we what 
to do; but our eyes are upon thee. 
And all Judah stood before the Lord, 
with their little ones, their wives, and 
their children. ‘Then upon Jahaziel, 
a Levite of the sons of Aseph, came the 
Spirit of the Lord in the midst of the 
congregation; and he said, Hearken ve, 
all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jeru- 
saiem, and thou king Jehoshaphat, thus 
saith the Lord unto you, Be not afraid 
nor dismayed by reason of this great 
multitude; for the battle is not yours, 
but God’s. ‘To-morrow go ye down 
against them. Ye shall not need to 
fight in this battle: set yourselves, 
stand ye still, and see the salvation of 
the Lord with you, O Judah and Jeru- 
salem: fear not, nor be dismayed: for 
the Lord will be with you. And Jeho- 
shaphat bowed his head with his face to 
the ground: and all Judah and the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem fell before the 
Lord, worshipping the Lord. And 
they rose early in the morning and 
went forth: and as they went forth 
Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, 
O Judah and ye inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem; believe in the Lord your God, so 
shall ye be established; believe in his 
prophets, so shall ye prosper. And as 
they went out, and began to praise the 
Lord, the Lord set ambushments 
against the children of Ammon, Moab, 
and mount Sier, which were come 
against Judah; and they were smitten. 
For the children of Ammon and Moab 
stood up against the children of mount 
Seir, utterly to slay and destroy them: 
and when they had made an end of 
the inhabitants of Seir, every one help- 
ed to destroy another.* And when 
Judah came towards the watch tower 


in the wilderness, they looked upon the 
multitude, and, behold, they were dead 
bodies fallen to the earth, and none 
escaped. And when Jehoshaphat and 
his people came to take away the spoil 
of them, they found among them abund- 
ance both riches with the dead bodies, 
and precious Jewels, which they strip- 
ped off for themselves, more than they 
could carry away: and they were three 
days in gathering of the spoil, it was so 
much. And the fear of God was on 
all the kingdoms of those countries, 
when they had heard that the Lord 
fought against the enemies of Israel. 
So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet: 
for his God gave him rest round about.”’ 
We have been more lengthy in this 
account of Jehoshaphat and his people, 
because it furnishes a figure or type of 
what is hereafter to take place in re- 
spect to the people of God, and their 
enemies, at the close of the present 
dispensation, and just previous to the 
thousand years of righteousness and 
peace on the earth, as may be seen in 
Joel and Zechariah. ‘ For,’’ says the 
prophet Joel, “ Behold, in those days, 
and in that time, when I shall bring 
again the captivity of Judah and Jeru- 
salem, I will also gather all nations, 
and will bring them down into the val- 
ley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with 
them there for my people and for my 
heritage Israel, whom they have scat- 
tered among the nations, and parted 
my land. Proclaim ye this among the 
Gentiles; Prepare war, make up the 
mighty men, let all the men of war 
draw near; let them come up. Beat 
your ploughshares into swords, and 
your pruning hooks into spears; let 
the weak say [am strong. Assemble 
yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, 
and gather yourselves together round 
about. Let the heathen be wakened, 
and come up to the valley of Jehosha- 
phat: for there’ will I set to judge all 
the heathen round about, [or judge the 





* Josephus says; ‘* God caused a terror 
and a commotion to arise among the Am- 


enemies, and slew one another, insomuch 
that not one man out of so great an army 








monites, who thought one another to be 


escaped.” - 
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enemies of the Lord’s people, as he 
formerly judged those who came up 
against Jehoshaphat and Judah.] Put 
ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: 
come get you down; for the press is 
full, the fats overflow; for their wick- 
edness is great. Multitudes, multitudes 
in the valley of decision: for the day of 
the Lord is near in the valley of deci- 
sion. ‘The Lord shall roar out of Zion, 
and utter his voice from Jerusalem: 
and the heavens and the earth shall 
shake: but the Lord will be the hope 
of his people, [as unto Jehoshaphat and 
Judah formerly, without their fighting] 
and the strength of the children of Is- 
rael. So shall ye know that I am the 
Lord your God dwelling in Zion, my 
holy mountain: then shall Jerusalem 
be holy, and there shall no strangers 
pass through her any more.”’ 

The destruction of these congrega- 
ted enemies of the Lord’s people, at 
the close of the present dispensation, 
as here stated by Joel, and which is 
spoken of in the Revelation as the bat- 
tle of Armageddon, or “ the great day 
of God Almighty,”’ is thus described by 
the prophet Zechariah. ‘ And it shall 
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ligent and pious man, belonging to the So. 
ciety of Friends, but had once belonged 
to the church of England. We believe he 
had a true sense and foresight of the times 
which are approaching, and which will ex. 
tend over all Christendom. As a watch. 
man, therefore, unto the house of Israe} 
he has caused the trumpet of warning rd 
give no indistinct or uncertain sound in 
respect to the nature of the events which 
are hastening, and the way we are to act 
in the time of their existence. And if any 
refuse to take warning, and govern them. 
selves accordingly, and thereby fall into 
difficulties, their blood will be upon their 
own heads. They heard the sound of the 
trumpet of admonition, but took not warn. 
ing: 

STEPHEN CRISP’S PROPHECY. 


Iam the more drawn forth at this 
time to visit you with an epistle, be- 
cause the Lord hath given me some 
sight of his great and dreadful day and 
workings in it, which is in hand and 
greatly hastens, of which I have some- 
thing to say unto you, that ye may be 
prepared to stand in his day and may 
behold his wondrous working among 
his enemies, and have fellowship with 
his power therein, and may not be dis- 
mayed nor driven away in the tempest 





































come to pass in that day, that a great 
tumult from the Lord shall be among 
them; and they shall lay hold every 
one on the hand of his neighbour, and 
his hand shall raise up against the hand 
of his neighbour.”” This will termi- 
nate the end of the wicked, and of all 
wickedness on the earth, and peace 
and righteousness will prevail and ex- 
tend throughout the world. But this 
Jast event is a considerable time future; 
for before it takes place, slaughter and 


bloodshed will be witnessed in every’ 
part of the civilized world, beyond what 


have been ever before experienced 
since the gospel was declar2d unto 


men; and the beginning of this period 


of wars and conflicts is near at hand. 





COMING EVENTS. 


The following description of that sifting 
and trying time whichis near at hand, was 
written by Stephen Crisp,—more than 
one hundred y -ars ago. 





He was an intel-' 


Se 


which will be great. 

And as concerning those succeeding 
| times the spirit of the Lord hath signi- 
| fied—that there will be times of horror 
| and amazement to all that have and 
| yet do reject his counsel; for as the 
| days of his forbearance, warning and 
inviting have been long, so shall his 
appearance amongst those that have 
| withstood him be fierce and terrible: 
| even so terrible as “ who shall abide 
| his coming !”’ for the Lord will work 
both secretly and openly, and his arm 
shall be manifest to his children in 
both. 
| _ Secretly he shall raise up @ con 
tinual fretting anguish among his ene- 
mies—one against the other, 80 that 
being vexed and tormented inwardly, 
they shall seek to make each other 
miserable and delight therein for a lit- 
tle season: and then the prevailer must 
be prevailed over, and the digger ° 
the pit must fall therein: and the com 
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fidence that men have had one in ano- 
ther shall fail, and they will beguile 
and betray one another both by coun- 
sel and strength; and as they have 
banded themselves to break you, whom 
God hath gathered, so shall they band 
themselves one against another to 
break the spoil and destroy one ano- 

ther; and through the multitude of 
their treacheries, all credit or belief, 
upon account of their solemn engage- 
ment, shall fail: so that few men shall 
count themselves or what is_ theirs, 
safe in the hand of his friend, who hath 
not chosen his safety and friendship in 
the pure light of the unchangeable 
truth of God: and all the secret coun- 
sels of the ungodly shall be brought to 
nought, sometimes by the means of 
themselves, and sometimes by impos- 
sibilities lying in their way, w ‘hich will 
make their hearts fail of ever accom- 
plishing what they have determined; 
in this state shall men fret themselves 
for a season, and shall not be able to 
see the hand that turns against them; 
but shall turn to fight against one thing 
and another and a third thing, and 
shall stagger and reel in counsel and 
judgment as drunken men that know 
not where to find the way to rest: when 
they do yet stir themselves up against 
the holy people and against the holy 
covenant of light and them that walk 
in it, they shall but the more be con- 
founded; for they shall be helped with 
a little help from which all the ungodly 
shall not hinder them; to wit, thesecret 
arm of the Lord, maintaining their 
cause and raising up a witness in the 
very hearts of their adversaries to plead 
their innocency; and this shall make 
them yet the more to vex themselves 
and to go through hard bestead; for 
when they shall look upward to their 
religion—to their power—policy, or 
preferments or friendships, or whatso- 
ever else they had trusted in and re- 
lied upon, they shall have cause to 
curse it, and when they look down- 
wards to the effects produced by all 
those things, behold then trouble and 
horror and vexation takes hold of them 





to darkness; having no help but what 
is earthly, and being out of the know- 
ledge of the mighty overturning Power 
of the Lord God Almighty; they shall 
despair and wear out their days with 
anguish; and besides all this the terri- 
ble hand of the Lord is and shall be 
openly manifested against this ungodly 
generation, by bringing grievous and 
terrible judgments and plagues upon 
them, tumbling down all thingsin which 
their pride and glory stood, and over- 
turning and overturning even the found- 
ations of their strength: yea, the Lord 
will lay waste the mountain of the un- 
godly, and the strength of the fenced 
city shall fail: and when men shall say, 
“We 24 take refuge in them,”’ (Nah 
chap. ii - 12, 14,) ‘they shall become 
but a pa 5 and there shall the sword 
dévour; and when they shall say, * We 
will go into the field and put trust in 
the number and courage of our sol- 
diers,”’ they shall both be taken away; 
and this evil also will come of the Lord, 
and his hand will be stretched out still, 
and shall bring confusion, ruin upon 
ruin and war upon war; and the 
hearts of men _ shall be stirred in 
them, and the nations shall be as wa- 
ters, into which a tempest, a swift 
whirlwind is entered, and even as 
waves swell up to the dissolution one of 
another, and breaking one of another, so 
shall the swellings of people be; and 
because of the hardship and sorrow of 
those days, many shall seek and desire 
death, rather than life. 

Ah! my heart relents and is moved 
within me in the sense of these things, 
and much more than I can write or de- 
clare, which the Lord will do in the 
earth, and will also make haste to ac- 
complish among the sons of men, that 
they may know and confess, that the 
Most High doth rule in the kingdoms 
of men, and pulleth down and setteth 
up according to his own will, and this 
shall men do before seven times pass 
over them; and shal] be content to 
give their glory unto him that sits in 
Heaven. 

But, O friends! while all those things 
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are working and bringing to pass, re- 
pose ye yourselves in the munition of 
that rock, that all these shakings shall 
not move, even in the knowledge of 
feeling of the eternal power of God, 
keeping you subjectly given up to his 
heavenly will, and feel it daily to kill 
and mortify that which remains in any 
of you which is of this world; for the 
worldly part in any, is, the changeable 
part, and that is up and down full and 
empty—joyful and sorrowful as things 
go well or ill in the world: for as the 
truth is but one and many are made 
partakers of its spirit, so the world is 
but one and many are partakers of the 
spirit of it; and so many as do partake 
of it, so many will be strengthened and 
perplexed with it; but they who are 
single to the truth, waiting daily to feel 
the life and virtue of it, in their hearts, 
these shall rejoice in the midst of ad- 
versity; “these shall not have their 
hearts moved with fear, nor tossed with 
anguish because of evil tidings,” (Psal. 
exii. 7, 8,) because that which fixeth 
them remains with them, these shall 
know their entrance with the bride- 
groom, and so be kept from sorrow, 
though his coming be with a noise: and 
when a midnight is come upon man’s 
glory, yet they being ready and pre- 
pared, it will be well with them, and 
having a true sense of the power work- 
ing in themselves, they cannot but have 
unity and fellowship with the workings 
of it in the earth, and will not at all 
murmur against what is, nor wish nor 
will what is not to be; these will be at rest 
till the indignation passeth over, and 
these having no design to carry on. 
nor no party to promote in the earth, 
cannot possibly be defeated nor disap- 
pointed in their andertakings. 

And when you see divisions and 
parties, rendings in the bowels of na- 
tions, and rumours and tempests in the 
minds of the people, then take heed of 
being moved to this party or to that 
party, or giving your strength to this 
or that, or counselling this way or that 
way, but stand single to the truth of 





God, in which neither war, rent nor 








—— 


division is; and take heed of that part 
in any of you, which trusts and relies 
upon any sort of the men of this world, 
in the day of their prosperity; for the 
same party will bring you to suffer with 
them, in the time of their adversity, 
which will not be long after; for sta. 
bility in that ground there will be none; 
but when they shall say, “ Come join 
with us’’ in this or that; remember 
you are joined to the Lord by his pure 
spirit; to walk with him in peace and 
in righteousness; and you feeling this 
—this gathers out of all bustlings, 
noises, and parties, and tumults, and 
leads you to exalt the standard of truth 
and righteousness, in an innocent con- 
versation, to see who will flow unto 
that, and this shall be a refuge for 
many of the weary tossed and afflicted 
ones in those days, and a shelter for 
many whose day is not yet over. 





THE CUP OF SUFFERING. 

Christ asked his disciples, if they 
were able to drink of thecup he should 
drink of. This cup, was that cup of 
agony and suffering he underwent, a 
little before and during the time of his 
crucifixion. And be it remembered 
that a time is coming when a cup of 
suffering will also be put into the hands 
of his church and people, such as never 
yet has been endured since the Gospel 
was first preached unto men, making 
them, in some degree, partakers of the 
sufferings of Christ, in order that they 
may be prepared to reign with him in 
that kingdom of righteousness and 
peace, which ere long he will establish 
on the earth. This period of suffer- 
ing is set forth in type, by the cup 
which Christ gave to his disciples a lit- 
tle before his own sufferings, of which 
he said, ** Drink ye all of it.” And, 
adds the Saviour, as often as ye drink 
it, do it in remembrance of me and of 
my sufferings, that ye may be enabled 
to suffer with that resignation, patience, 
and exemption from any hard feelings 
towards any one, in which you may 
see me suffer. 





The Apostle Paul tells us, “ this 
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cup is the communion [or fellowship] 
of the blood of Christ,” or typifies that 
peculiar time of suffering which the 
church has yet to pass through, and 
under which, christians in a great mea- 
sure will be partakers of such suffer- 
ings as Christ underwent, and know 
the fellowship of his sufferings. The 
Apostle also calls it the cup of bless- 
ing, because it is made a blessing to 
those who partake of it worthily, by 
remembering, in the time of these suf- 
ferings, how Christ endured his suf- 
ferings, and by considering the cup of 
suffering we may drink, as administer- 
ed by the hand of the Lord, and, like 
Christ, feeling no unkind or hard feel- 
ings towards those who constitute or 
cause our sufferings. Otherwise we 
shall drink condemnation to ourselves, 
not discerning and imitating the pa- 
tient and resigned manner in which 
Christ underwent his sufferings. For 
in Christ there was no complaining of 
his Father, who saw proper not to let 
the cup pass from him, nor had he any 
hard feelings towards those who caused 
his sufferings and afflictions. Herein 
he set us an example, that we should 
follow in his steps. 

This is the most important conside- 
ration to a christian that can engage 
his attention, and on which every thing 
that concerns his peace and welfare 
depends. For if he drink this cup or 
partake of these sufferings unworthi- 
ly, by indulging improper feelings to- 
wards those who cause his sufferings, 
when they are only designed for his 
good, and to bring him into a greater 
nearness to Christ, he is guilty of the 
blood of Christ, as the Apostle tells us, 
or in other words, has a portion of that 
in him which put Christ to death; for 
to hate or have a spirit of retaliation 
towards another, is the spirit of a mur- 
derer. 

As the slaying of the Pascal lamb, 
therefore, was a type of the death of 
Christ, so as certainly was the breaking 
of the bread, and the administration of 
the cup to the disciples a little before 
Christ’s sufferings, a type of the break- 








ing of the body of Christ (which is the 
church) and the deep sufferings which 
the church has yet to pass through. 
And remember concerning this cup, 
Christ said, ** Drink ye all of it;”’ for 
all will have to drink of this cup of suf- 
fering without a single exception, or 
they will never reign with Christ in 
that kingdom of righteousness and 
peace which he is about to establish in 
the earth. But as severe as these suf- 
ferings will be to christians, they will 
in no wise be equal to the sufferings of 
Christ. For the Pascal lamb was to 
be eaten with bitter herbs; and con- 
nected with the sufferings and death 
of Christ, were the most bitter ingre- 
dients of which history can furnish an 
account. 

As Christ's sufferings were planned 
and brought about by one who dipped 
with him in the dish, and to whom he 
gave a sop; so these latter day trou- 
bles and sufferings, will mostly come 
or be brought about through such as 
have received our kindness and friend- 
ship, and to whom we have granted 
favours and benefits; which will greatly 
add to their poignancy and severity. 
Those, also, nearest to Christ in nature 
and example, will receive the cup first, 
if they do not have the largest portion. 
Such is the will and goodness of God; 
for all is from his love and for their 
benefit. But let us be careful that we 
partake of this cup or endure these 
sufferings in a worthy manner, and are 
not guilty of the blood of Christ in the 
time of suffering, and receive condein- 
nation; as will be the case if under 
these peculiar trials we give way to 
any improper, or wrong feelings to- 
wards any one, however greatly we 
may be wronged or injured. Besides, 
doing this will only prolong our suffer- 
ings, and we shall be less blessed under 
them. For remember all ye suffering 
ones, that the cup which represents 
these sufferings is by the Apostle call- , 
ed the “ cup of blessing,” and Christ 
gave thanks before he administered it, 
by reason of the benefit and blessing 
which should arise from it to every one 
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who partakes of it worthily; as every 
one should do who has professed to 
learn of Christ, and to imitate his ex- 
ample. Ifany partake not of this cup, 
they belong not the family of Christ. 
Furthermore respecting the bread. 
The bread we are told is the body of 
Christ. (That is, represents his body.) 
Hear the inspired Apostle on this sub- 
ject: “the church, which is his body.”’ 
**And he gave apostles, evangelists, 
teachers, &c. for the perfecting of the 
saints, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ.’’ “ Yeare the body of Christ.” 
Again, the church is called bread. 
** We, being many, are one bread, and 
one body.’ Now, as signified in the 
type, this bread, and this body, was to 
be broken for the good of the Lord’s 
people. For Christ broke the bread, 
and gave thanks before he broke it. 
The body of Christ, which is the church, 
began in some degree to be broken 
even in the time of the Apostle. ‘The 
Apostle Paul, speaking of divisions 
among christians, says, ‘* There must 
be also heresies [meaning in this place 
separations or sects] among you, that 
they which are approved may be made 
manifest among you.’’* For it must 





*Adam Clarke, on the word heresy, re- 
marks: 

‘In this place as well as in several 
others, the word heresy, has no evil mean- 
ing in itself; it is a word of distinction, 
and may receive either a good ora bad 
colouring from the persons or opinions 
designated by it. It signifies a sect or 
party whether good or bad, distinguish- 
ed from any other sect. The word heresy, 
comes from a word signifying J choose, and 
in its first acceptation, signifies a choice; 
afterwards it was applied to designate all 
those persons who made the same choice, 
and hence the word sect and it became 
synonymous sometime before the intro- 
duction of christianity; in process of time 
it was applied to those professing christi- 
anity, who made, in some cases, a different 
choice as to some articles of faith, or form 
of worship, from those which had ebtained 
in that part of the church with which they 
had been before connected. The majo- 
rity from whom they become thus separa- 
ted, spoke evil of them, and treated them 
ill, because they presumed to choose for 


~ . —————= 
be a sad state of things, if when some 
goin a wrong course, there be not 
others to go in a right one; and doin 
this must needs cause a breaking of the 
body, or a division, as painful as it may 
be. The righteous will see and cleaye 
to what is right. And as painful as it 
may be to go a contrary course from 
others with whom we have been asso. 
ciated, if it be a right course, it will be 
profitable, and prove a_ blessing, as 
every such separation has proved. 
What would have been the state of 
the church now, had it not been for 
the breakings and separations that 





have taken place? Let us remember 
| then that Christ himself in the type 
breaks the bread, or in other words 
causes these divisions and separations, 
by putting an honest principle in the 





hearts of some to adhere to what they 
helieve to be right at the risk of all 
‘things. Hence this is the Lord’s own 
work in breaking the church into so 
-many parts, and it is done for the good 
of his people. And so we find it re- 
presented in Daniel. It is there stated 





themselves, on the foundation of the Holy 
Scriptures; and because they would take 
nothing for the truth of God that was not 
accredited from heaven.” 
In the present condition of the church, 
therefore, there must have arisen divisions 
and separations, and it could not be avoid- 
ed unless all were prepared to follow in a 
wrong and in an erroneous course. And 
although these divisions and separations 
are in themselves an evil, they are a much 
less evil than forall to go wrong. Former- 
ly they have almost always proceeded from 
an honesty of principle found only among 
the better sort of men; as is attested by 
the sacrifices they have made and the pet" 
secutions they have endured for adhering 
to principle, and which they might have 
avoided if they had been ready to follow 
the many in a course of evil. When the 
time comes that these divisions arise 
| from another principle besides honesty, 
_and attempts are made to raise up @ sect 
for the sake of a sect, the Lord will bring 
them to an end, and the dispensation for 
sects will close. In the next place they 
will be mashed to pieces, one after ano- 
ther, like the mastication of bread, and the 








| last which have come up, will be the 
to be destroyed. 
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that when he (the Lord) shall have ac- 
complished to scatter the power of the 
holy people, all the wonders foretold 
to the prophet should be finished. As 
long as two hang together as a sect, 
things can never be right; for, to be 
right, Christ must be all in all, and be 
worshipped and served alone. 

But to proceed. The fulfilling of 
the type of breaking the bread or body 
of Christ, and scattering the power of 
the holy people, more particularly be- 
gun about the time of Wickliffe, and 
the rise of Protestantism. It was then 
for the first time laid down as a princi- 
ple, that every one had a right to judge 
for himself respecting the meaning of 
the scriptures, and the most proper 
way to worship and serve the Creator. 
Upon this principle the work of break- 
ing and scattering commenced, and 
has gone on to the present time, and 
protestants are now all cut and broke 
up into numerous parts or sects, as 
very correctly, and no doubt providen- 
tially exhibited in type by their man- 
ner of administering the literal bread 
in their communion, so called. What 
remains as next to follow, will be like 
the mastication of the bread, in order 
to extract whatever virtue or nutriment 
may be in it, while the great mass will 
go to putrefaction and destruction. 
For all that now belongs to the chris- 
tian body, as it exists in the different 
sects, will be mashed in pieces and de- 
stroyed, save only that inward princi- 
ple of life and virtue which will serve 
to nourish and promote another and 
better state of things. 

The whole christian church, there- 
fore, as it exists at present, will be en- 
tirely destroyed, so that, like the Jew- 
ish temple (once the temple and house 
of God) “there shall not be left one 
stone upon another, that shall not be 
thrown down.’’ We are expressly 
told that christians are the temple of 
God. ‘ Ye are the temple of God,”’ 
says the Apostle. This temple, as it 
now exists, is the work of men’s hands, 
as much so as the temple built by He- 
rod. It is besides, in a torn and rent 








state, and therefore will be wholly 
thrown down and destroyed, in order 
that Christ may remain the only tem- 
ple to worship in; and then men will 
worship in and through him alone. 
There is no other temple but this in 
which men can worship aright and find 
acceptance, for God, we are told, 
“dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands,’ whether under the Jewish or 
christian dispensation. We desire to 
see mankind coming into this better 
temple, called also the third heaven or 
dispensation, in which the Apostle 
heard things not lawful for him then 
to utter: for mankiud were not then 
prepared to live in it, any more than 
the Israelites in the time of Moses 
were prepared to live under the Gos- 
pel. 
The reason for giving such a cup of 
suffering, and such peculiar trials as 
have been described, and also for the 
demolition of the church now existing 
at the close of the present dispensa- 
tion, is explained in few words. As 
already has been shown, christians un- 
der the present dispensation, are called 
the temple of God. It is the will of 
God to destroy what may now be very 
justly called this old and shattered 
temple, and to have another and better 
temple. Even Christ himself is to be 
this better temple, and christians will, 
ere long, for the first time be in him. 
Every part and portion, therefore, of 
the temple now existing, must be tho- 
roughly tried and examined; and such 
parts and portions as cannot pass this 
examination, or be wrought into a fit- 
ness to be put into the better temple, 
will be cast away or destroyed. The 
Apostle Paul, in speaking of this same 
time for trying the substance and na- 
ture of all the materials composing the 
present church, says: —“ Every man’s 
work shall be made manifest: for the 
day [of this trial] shall declare it, be- 
eause it shall be revealed by fire; 
[meaning, as the word always does in 
scripture, the most severe and fiery 
trials;] and the fire shall try every 
man’s work of what sort it is.’ Again, 
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speaking of this time, he says: ‘ ‘The 
Lord will both bring to liglit the 
hidden things of darkness, and will 
make manifest the counsels of the 
hearts: and then [after passing through 
this searching ordeal] shall every man 
have praise of God.”’ 

According to the Law, all vessels that 
could stand the fire, were to be puri- 
fied by the fire; and those which could 
not resist the action of the fire, and 
yet were useful, were to be purified by 
water. Agreeably to this rule, some 
of the better kind of christians in these 
latter day trials, will have to pass 
through very severe trials, such as 
would destroy some others were they 
placed in then. ‘They are placed in 
such severe trials, only because the 
Lord sees they will not be destroyed, 
but only be more fully and thoroughly 
purified by passing through them. 

It is worthy of notice, that the Cath- 
olic church, in the Eucharist, neither 
cut nor break the bread, but swallow it 
mostly whole, in the form of a wafer. 
Hence, as the type represents, (for it 
is not an accidental circumstance that 
they do so, but a providence,) the 
Catholic church will never be cut up 
and divided into sects, but will go down 
and fall together as a body, without 
becoming divided like the Protestants. 
It is also to be noticed, that in the 
Catholic church, the priests mostly or 
wholly drink the wine which prefigures 
or typifies that severe cup of suffering 
which is shortly to come upon the 
church. Hence it will be found, in 
the time of suffering which is now im- 
pending, that the priesthood in Catho- 
lic countries, will be the principal and 
greatest sufferers. The people look 
more to them, and more implicitly rely 
upon them for guidance and instruc- 
tion, than persons do upon the same 
class of men in Protestant countries. 
There rests upon them therefore a 
greater responsibility, for which they 
must render an account, and have me- 
ted out to them a more severe judg- 
ment in “the day of the Lord’s ven- 
geance, and the year of recompences 
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for the controversy of Zion,” or that 
portion of the church committed to 
their trust. 

But this whole church will fall be. 
fure that glorious time can arrive 
spoken of by the prophets, Christ and 
the apostles. And, indeed, the whole 
visible church, as it now exists both 
among Catholics and Protestants, must 
wholly fall and perish, before that new 
and more abundant growth, fruit and 
gathering unto righteousness, foretold 
in prophecy, can take place; agreeably 
to these words of Christ: “ Verily, 
verily, | say unto you, except a corn 
of wheat fall into the ground and die, 
it abideth alone: but if it die, it bring. 
eth forth much fruit.’** Just as Christ's 





*Adam Clark, in remarking on this 
place, says:—** Our Lord in comparing 
himself thus to a grain of wheat, shews 
us, 1. The cause of his death:—the or- 
der of God, who had rated the redemp- 
tion of the world at this price; as in na- 
ture he had attached the multiplication 
of the corn to the death, or the decompo- 
sition of the grain. 2. The end of his 
death:—the redemption of a lost world: 
as the multiplication of the corn is the 
end for which the grain is sown and dies. 
3. The mystery of his death, which we 
must credit, without being able fully to 
comprehend; as we believe the dead grain 
multiples itself, and we are nourished by 
that multiplication, without being able to 
comprehend how it is done. The great- 
est philosopher that ever existed could not 
tell how one gain became thirty, sixty, 4 
hundred, or a thousand—how it vegetated 
—how earth, air, and water, its component 
parts, could assume such a form and con- 
sistence, emit such odours, or produce 
such tastes. Nor can the wisest man on 
earth tell how the bodies of animals are 
nourished by this produce of the ground; 
how wheat, for instance, is assimilated to 
the very nature of the bodies that receive 
it! and how it becomes flesh and 
nerves, sinews, bones, &c. All we can say 
is, the thing zs so; and it has pleased G 
that it should be so, and not otherwise 
Again. Is it not a physical truth, in the casé 
of wheat, that the whole body of the grain 
dies, is converted into fine earth, whic 
forms the first nourishment of the embry° 
plant, and prepares it to receive gros 
support from the surrounding soil; # 
that nothing lives but the germ, whieh wae 




















AND CHRISTIAN. 


107 








—_— 


dying and reviving froma state of death, 
caused all the growth and gathering 
to the christian church that have ever 
yet taken place: so the death of his 
body, the church, (the outward and 
visible church that now exists,) and 
the reviving principle that will spring 
up out of this very death, will be the 
cause of that more full and abundant 
gathering unto the Lord, and to tliat 
kingdom of peace and righteousness 
which will extend over all the earth. 
Hear also what a pious and intelligent 
writer in England, whose eyes have 
lately been opened, witnesses on this 
subject. ‘Christ says, except a grain 
of wheat fall into the ground and per- 
ish, it brings forth no fruit; but per- 
ishing it bringeth forth a great crop. 
So it was of Christ, and so it will be 
with the present church. Its perish- 
ing as it now is, will be the cause of 
the great gathering to the truth, so 
often spoken of in prophecy, as the fall 
or death of the Jews caused the gather- 
ing of the Gentile churches.” 


One subject further remains here to 
be noticed, not Jess important in its 
typical import, than what has already 
preceded. After Christ had adminis- 
tered the bread and wine: to his disci- 
ples, typifying the breaking of his body, 
the church, and the future sufferings 
the church would have to undergo by 
the cup which was given for all to 
drink, he took water and washed the 
disciples feet, thereby prefiguring that 
future cleansing and purifying of the 
walk and conduct of his followers 
which is to take place soon after the 
sufferings which are now approaching 
—for Christ said to Peter, who ob- 
jected to having it done, “If I wash 
thee not, thou hast no part with me.”’ 
Peter replied, “* Lord, not my feet only, 
but also my hands and my head.” 
Christ said to him, “ He that is wash- 
ed [inwardly, spiritually and truly, as 





included in this body, and which must die 
also, if it did not receive from the death, 
or putrefaction of the body of the grain, 
8 so as to enable it to unfold 
itself ?”” 











all my disciples will be under the suf- 
ferings typified by the cup] needeth 
not save to wash his feet [or preserve 
his walk and conduct right] but is clear 
every whit; and ye are clean [Judas 
and all typically] but not all,” nor any 
of you in the sense my people will be 
when this type is fulfilled; for this ty- 
pical washing makes no one in reality 
any better, or preserves any from wick- 
edness. ‘T'o express what is evidently 
the meaning in fewer words. As if it 
was said: Ye are clean only in type by 
what I have done, and hence neither 
Judas who will betray me, nor your- 
selves, are in reality any better than 
you were before. It is the thing sig- 
nified only which is of any importance, 
and when that is fulfilled in a coming 
time on my people, they will neither 
go nor do wrong. 

It seems that Peter, and probably 
the rest of the disciples, had no know- 
ledge at the time what was meant by 
this washing of their feet; but Christ 
told Peter that a time should come, 
when it would be known what was sig- 
nified or typified by it. It will be fully 
known and realized, not in type, but 
in the antitype, at the end of that long 
period of two thousand three hundred 
prophetic days, (which is so many 
years,) aS mentioned in the book of 
Daniel, when “the sanctuary shall be 
cleansed.”’ Ther this type will be ful- 
filled, and the church be thoroughly 
cleansed and purified. Previous to 
this cleansing of the sanctuary, there 
will be the most severe and intense suf- 
ferings throughout Christendom, and 
those who are not washed and cleansed 
in all their walk and conduct (signified 
by the feet) on the termination of these 
sufferings, as Christ has said, will have 
no part in that kingdom of holiness, 
righteousness and peace which he will 
establish on the earth when he comes 
to reign with his people. The people 
of God will also then see and feel the 
obligation imposed on them “to wash 
one another’s feet,”’ or in other words, 
to endeavour to rectify, purify, and 
wipe away whatever may be amiss, im- 
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proper, or unsuitable in each other’s 
life and conduct, by candidly making 
known to one another any faults they 
may see in each other. Atid how 
suitable, useful, and beneficial must 
such an exercise of kindness and re- 
gard be when practised by christians 
one towards another, and when done 
in humble sincerity and love solely for 
the benefit of each other, and for the 
honour and prosperity of the cause of 
Christ. 


THE MORE ADVANCED DISPEN- 
SATION. 

The following extracts are from a 
work published in England, in the year 
1655, by John Tillinghast, who stiles 
himself, * the meanest and unworthiest 
of Christ’s Labourers.”’ 
to have. been among the dissenters of 
that period, and who existed under dif- 
ferent names. He lived also about the 
time when the “ Fifth Monarchy men” 
made their appearance in England, 
whose sentiments he disapproves. In 
speaking of that more advanced period 
of light and grace foretold by the pro- 
phets, Christ and the apostles, when 
the mystery of God shall be finished, 
and all shall know the Lord, he says: 


‘In this glorious state of the church 
here on earth, there will be no wer- 
shipping of Christ and enjoyment of 
him through outward ordinances, but 
a more immediate worshipping and 
enjoyment of him in himself; who, 
therefore, is not only the person wor- 


He appears |! j mmediate worship) with that which 


thy light by day, neither for bright- 
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having also some outward ordinances 
and institutions, as the former had: 
which in scripture (as opposed to the 
other) is frequently called heaven, and 
the kingdom of heaven: so at his sec. 
ond coming will he shake this Worship, 
cast this temple (though more spirit. 
ual than the former) to the ground al- 
so; for saith he, Yet once more, 1 shake 
not earth only, but heaven also. That 
is, all the worship that now is (I mean 
outward worship) is upon Christ's see. 
ond coming to be removed; and sucha 
kingdom and worship, instead thereof, 
is to be set up, as can never be shaken 
—that is, shall never be broken to 
pleces any more, as the former wor. 
ships have been, but shall be the same 
for kind (being, as | have said, a more 

























shall be in heaven hereafter. 

And not darkly is this hinted, Is. Ix. 
19, 20, to wit: The sun, (that is, those 
outward things, which before were as 
a sun, under which are comprehended 
outward ordinances,) shall be no more 


ness shall the moon give light unto 
thee: and verse 21, Thy sun, (that is, 
the Lord Christ, who is the light of 
this period,) shall no more go down, 
neither shall thy moon (tby outward 
glory and felicity) withdraw itself;— 





‘making a clear distinction betwixt the 


| 





shipped, but the very temple we wor- 
ship in. 
clearly set forth by the Apostle, Heb. 


xii. 26, quoted from Haggai ii. 6, 7, | 


which I have before proved relates to 
this period. Now, as Christ at his 
first coming shook the legal worship, 
which the Apostle tells us stood in 
meats and drinks and carnal ordinan- 
ces imposed on them until the time of 
reformation—for which reason, the 
shaking is called the shaking of the 
earth—and did at his resurrection es- 
tablish another way of worship, far 
more spiritual than the former, yet 


And this great change is | 
















sun that before was, which is called 
the sun, and the sun that at this time 
shall be, which is called thy sun, as 
being another sun peculiar to these 
times. And this sun, that we may not 
be mistaken in it, is interpreted twice 
over to be the Lord: Verse 19, The 
Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting 
light, as opposed to the former sun: 
and again, verse 20, For the Lord 
shall be thine everlasting light ; being 
there added why this sun should never 
go down, no, not in heaven hereafter, 
because the Lord should be this sun. 
Thus it is said in the Revelation: 
“And I saw no temple therein; for 
the Lord God Almighty, and_ the 








Lamb, are the temple of it. And the 
city had no need of the sun, neither of 
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the moon, to shine in it: for the Lord 
God did lighten it, and the Lamb is} 
the light thereof.’’ And to this day 
(as I conceive) ‘have these texts re- 
ference, Jer. xxxi. 33, 34; and Is. liv. 
13; “I will write my law in their 
hearts, and they shall teach no more 
every man his neighbour, and every 
man his brother, saying, Know the 
Lord: for they shall all know me, from 
the least of them unto the greatest of 
them, saith the Lord.’ ‘* All thy 
children shall be taught of the Lord; 
and great shall be the peace of thy 
children.”? Both these passages show 
an immediate feeding and teaching, not 
so much by instruments, means, and 
ordinances, as the Lord himself. And 
though these scriptures had a fulfilling 
in part when the Spirit was poured down 
teaching them, (Christ promising and 
sending his Spirit for that end,) yet it 
is evident, from the scope of those 
places whence these texts are quoted, 
that the prophets lad in their view an- 
other time, when there would be the 
fulness, or the complete fulfilling of 
them. And that time is the period al- 
ready spoken of. 

Daniel, in speaking of the kingdom 
of Christ, saith: “In the days of these 
kings shall the God of heaven set up a 
kingdom.”’ The kingdom of Christ 
shall not be completely set up, until 
the seventh vial is poured out, which 
breaks in pieces and wholly removes 
the fourth monarchy, and worldly pow- 
ers. ‘Then will be fulfilled what is said 
on the pouring out of the seventh vial, 
It is done: the mystery of God is fin- 
ished, as declared by the prophets— 
even all things relating to Christ’s 
kingdom, and the setting it up are now 
finished. And so I wait the coming 
of that day when the Lord himself will 
do this work, namely: Destroy the 
beast, cast him into the burning flame, 
and give the kingdem and dominion, 
and the greatness of the kingdom un- 
der the whole heaven, unto the people 
of the saints of the Most High. This 
kingdom in the first rise of it, will in 








all probability be little, and begin in 
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the midst of many difficulties; but, as 

declared, it will increase and prosper, 

till it becomes a great mountain, and 
lls the whole earth. 

The voice, saying, It is done, com- 
ing from the throne on the pouring out 
of the seventh vial, intimates that now 
Christ’s throne shall be set up, and 
himself sit upon it, as mentioned Rev. 
ili. 21, * ‘To him that overcometh, will 
[ grant to sit with me in my throne, even 
as | also overcame, and am set down 
with my Father in his throne.”? The 
throne Christ here speaks of as his 
throne, is a distinct throne from his 
Father's throne; and such a throne as 
he was not to sit on till he should come 
from his Father’s throne: for, saith he, 
the throne in which I am at present is 
my Father's throne, which 1, over- 
coming, am privileged to sit in, at his 
right hand: but I have a throne of my 
own, which I shall one day sit upon: 
when he that overcometh shall sit with 
me in this my throne, as I now, by 
overcoming, am set down with my Fa- 
ther in his throne. Which, as it proves 
Christ shall have a throne distinct from 
that in which he now sits; so also it 
confirms what I have said, that the 
dominion is not to be given to the saints 
until such time.as Christ himself comes 
and sits upon his throne: according to 
that passage in Matt. xix. 28, “ Verily 
I say unto you, that ye which have fol- 
lowed me, in the regeneration, when 
the son of man shall sit on the throne 
of his glory, ye also shall sit upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel.” 


ANOTHER TESTIMONY. 
Extracted from a work printed nearly two 
centuries ago, by Wm. Erbeny. 

‘Brethren, all my speaking cannot 
stir you; but when the Lord shall 
speak, he will shake your foundations, 
your forms, and faith too; but this is 
the comfort, that this shaking of hea- 
ven and earth is not threatened, but 
promised. {tis the last and greatest 
promise, that God will yet once more 
shake not only the earth, but the hea- 
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vens also. Once more, saith he; for 
the earth of Legal dispensation was 
shaken when the gospel came in; yea, 
their heaven, or highest light of sun 
and moon, that is the light of the Law, 
was darkened. Now the heavens shall 
shake again more terribly than ever; a 
greater earthquake also than was since 
men were upon the earth, (never any 
so mighty or so great.) See Is. xi. 10, 
and Rey. xvi. 18. All this shaking is 
for settling of that which abides, that 
those things that cannot be shaken may | 
remain. What is that? ‘The Lord. 
himself, and man’s life in God alone; | 
all besides must shake and fall, and | 
none stand upon the earth but God 
alone.”’ Zech. xiv. 5—9. 








Something to convince mankind of the 
being of a God in these days of darkness 
and unbelief. 


.[ From the Spring field Massachusetts Re- 
publican, of Nov. 30th, 1833.]} 

The somnambulist in this town, of whose 

extraordinary character mention has lately 
been made, continues to attract the atten- 
tion of our citizens, by acts unexampled 
in the history of such persons. The girl 
lives in one of the most respectable fami- 
lies in town, and, incredible as some of 
her acts appear, they can be attested by 
many of our respectable citizens who have 
witnessed them. The most astonishing of 
her acts asleep, and which is contrary to 
the philosophy of nature, is that of reading 
with her eyes shut and bandaged! To 
prove this, a gentleman on Wednesday 
evening, took with him a new book, wrote 
her name with a pencil on the first blank 
leaf, and then gave her the book in a room 
so dark that he could not read. She open- 
ed it at the first leat, and immediately ask- 
ed why her name was written in that book, 
as it was not hers, 

Another gentleman presented a card, 
with his hand directly before it, which she 
also read at once. It is too much, per- 
haps, to believe, that she reads by super- 
natural powers, or with the organs of vyi- 
sion entirely obstructed; it is more rational 
to believe, that the same cause (a deter- 
mination of blood to the head, ) which phy- 
sicians say produces her disease, and shar- 
pens the other organs of her brain, memo- 
ry, wit, &c., may also render her sight 
much more acute ani penetrating, than 
we may conceive. A few nights since, 


——— 


she threaded a needle twice and made a 
bag, with her eyes apparently shut, and 
where there was not sufficient light to 
see to thread a needle. It isa very com. 
mon thing for her when asleep to gin 

and to do her household work, as rege 
and correct, and follow directions as well 
as when awake. The paroxysms increase 
upon her, both in frequency and duration, 





[From the same. } 
THE SLEEPING WONDER. 

It cannot be expected, perhaps, that 
distant readers will credit all the state. 
ments respecting the somnambulist in this 
town, inasmuch as many of the acts are 
unaccountable as well as apparently incre- 
dible. We ourselves doubted, till we 
could doubt no longer. The Boston Cou. 
rier seems to think the Springfield editors 





make statements of the conduct of the 
| girl, which they do not themselves be. ° 
lieve. We as fully believe what has been 
| stated in the Gazette on this subject, asif 
|we had written it; and with regard to our 
article of last week, we presented the 
facts upen the testimony of our neighbors. 
We have since seen the girl two hours in 
one of her paroxysms, and the exercises 
of her mind in that time, more than con- 
firmed to us all that we had said. The 
paroxysms commenced on Tuesday night, 
and continued till about five o’clock Wed- 
nesday evening. The latter part of Wed- 
nesday afternoon, she was in so much 
pain that she would neither read, write, 
nor sing. She evidently suffers great pain 
at times when in these paroxysms. She 
keeps her eyelids closed tight, by night 
as well as day, and in tee day time prefers 
to have a bandage tied over them, for the 
reason, as is supposed, that light produces 
pain. On Wednesday, both cavities of her 
eyes were filled with cotton, and over this 
was tied tight a bandage of a black silk 
handkerchief, after which, cotton was stuf- 
fed in the crevices between the face and 
bandage. In this situation, she reads very 
fine writing just written, the date on & 
small piece of coin, the time upon a watch, 
wrote her own name, and recited two ple- 
ces of poetry twice with accuracy, but 
two or three lines of which she could re 
peat when awake. There is also abundant 
evidence that she can read in a room to- 
tally dark. She is a well educated, inno 
cent, and artless girl, in her 17th yea" 
rather corpulent, and has every appear 
ance of health, but is subject to the 
ache. When awake, she is unconscious 





all that has happened. We und : 
that arrangements are made to convey De 
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in a few days to the state hospital in Wor- 
cester. 





[From the Saturday Eve. Post, Dec. 14.} 
SOMNAMBULISM. 

We lately gave an extract from a Massa- 
chusetts paper, recording a number of cu- 
rious particulars connected with the be- 
haviour of a young lady in Springfield, 
subject to fits of somnolency. In a late 
number of the Journal of Commerce, we 
find other particulars not less extraordina- 
ry, furnished by a gentleman who witnes- 
sed what he relates. The young lady spo- 
ken of, has gool connexions, and has re- 
ceived a respectable education. She is 
seventeen years of age, and of rather an 
interesting appearance. Previous to her 
fits of somnolency, she for some time had 
sensations in her head, such as ringing and 
confused noises, together with great diz- 
ziness. These sensations now precede a 
paroxysm. The writer states:— 

**It was about three o’clock this after- 
noon when I entered the house. | was in- 
formed that she had used great exertions 
during the morning to keep awake, but 
on entering the parlour at eleven o’clock, 
and seating herself upon the sofa, she was 
instantly lost. She engaged herseif in a va- 
riety of domestic employments, and among 
other things found a small box, which she 
had laid away during a previous parox- 
ysm, and had been unable, when awake, 
to recollect where she had laid it. When 
I entered, she had been asleep four hours, 
during which time she had performed a 
variety of services with the greatest regu- 
larity, with her eyes fust closed. She re- 
cited with propriety and pathos several 
beautiful specimens of poetry from the 
best authors; among them was the ‘ Pil- 

im Fathers.” And what is very re- 
markable, when awake she has not the 
least knowledge of either of those pieces 
which she repeated! 

She was requested to take a pen and 
write one of them, which she did, in a 
fair, legible hand, taking care to go back 
and dot the 1’s and cross the t’s; suiting 
the length of the lines to their metre. It 
should be remembered, that during all 
this time her eyes were perfectly closed. 
In this situation, she read at once the 
smallest type on the finest engraving. 
Having in my pocket a ticket to the Ar- 
cade Bath in New York, I showed it to 
her, and asked what the Indian there re- 
presented, held in his hand. She at once 
replied, a hatchet. By referring to one 
of these tickets, you will see that the 





hatchet in the hand of the Indian can 





scarcely be discovered. With her fingers, 
so placed over her eyelids as to draw them 
down very tight, she would read with the 
greatest facility. All this was marvellous, 
but not so incredible as what followed. 


Dr. Belden took a black silk cravat, and 
unfolding it he placed a pack of cotton 
wadding within it, I should judge an inch 
thick, three inches wide, and six or eight 
inches long. Then folding the cravat over 
it, he placed it over my own eyes, and I 
found it impossible even to raise my: eye- 
lids, much less tosee. He then placed it 
over her eyes and passed the cravat twice 
round her head. Thus blindfolded, she 
read equally well as if it had not been 
there. Among other things, I showed her 
an half dollar piece, and asked her its 
date, to which she replied, after noticing 
it, **1830,” which was correct. I then 
showed her a steamboat ticket which I 
drew for a berth on my way hither, and 
she read it ‘*forty-five, forward cabin,” 
which was even so. _ I was informed that 
before I came in, while the bandage was 
on, asixpence which was entirely defaced, 
was shown her, (but she did not take it in 
her hand,) and she was asked if it was old 
or new? **Old enough,” said she, ‘‘for 
there is nota figure or letter on it;” which 
was the case. 1 could scarcely credit my 
own eyes when | saw her read with per- 
fect ease whatever was presented before 
her, with all this bandage about her eyes. 
That this was so, there cannot be the least 
doubt. How it was so, I leave for others 
to explain. Last evening, while in a pa- 
roxysm, with the bandage about her eyes, 
she was led into a room which was dark; 
a room in which she had never been be- 
fore; but having evinced some curiosity to 
see it, she immediately commenced ex- 
amining its contents. The persons who 
accompanied her, asked her how she liked 
the rug’? She replied, that she liked the 
large red figure in it very much. She also 
spoke of the colours in it, and in fine, de- 
scribed it as exactly as one could after 
seeing it in hroad day light. Before the 
bandage was placed on her eyes, a physi- 
cian present put some brown paper be- 
tween the face and the crystal of his watch, 
and requested her to tell him the hour. 
She exclaimed, ‘‘any thing but a paper 
watch.” He also wrote on a slip of paper 
the word “philosophy,” and asked her to 
read it, which she did. He slipped for- 
ward one with the word “philanthropy,” 
and asked her if she had not made a mis- 
take. She at once perceived the differ- 
ence. The day previous, she had been at 
the shops to obtain some samples of prints. 
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She at once told the price of each, and 
where they were from. While she had 
been asleep, half of one pattern had been 
washed. She perceived it at once, and 
remarked that it had faded a little. The 
change was slight, yet it could be per- 
ceived. 


ZERAH COLBURN. 

The preceding seems only to be equal- 
led by the gift bestowed on Zerah Col- 
burn when a boy of but six years old, and 
while living with his father at Cabot, Vt. 
A good deal was said in the papers at the 
time he first made his appearance respect- 
ing his wonderful powers in calculation, 
and some further notice has been elicited 
since the publication of his book. Among 
these last notices we copy the following: 


[From the Worcester Republican. } 
Zenan Cotsurn.—A memoir of this 
mathematical prodigy of a boy, now grown 
to a man, has recently been published by 
Messrs. G. & C. Merriam, Springfield.— 
It contains an account of the manner in 
which, by mental process, he solved prob- 
lems requiring the use of a great number 
of figures, with perfect accuracy and won- 
derful rapidity. It was thought by many, 
that he must have had some mode of ope- 
rating by numbers, totally different from 
the ascertained rules of mathematics, such 
as to effect the solution of the problem 
almost without any intermediate use of 
numbers. But it seems that, in some of 
his calculations, a large number of figures 
were used, so that the effort of memory, 
for a mere child, is indeed almost incredi- 
ble. His processes of calculation and so- 
lution of questions were original, and dis- 
covered without any assistance from oth- 
ers, and apparently without any know- 
ledge how he came by them himself.— 
But what was most singular of all, was his 
inability for a long time, even to explain 
how he ascertained these results with such 
erfect and unerring accuracy. 

The following are a few questions an- 
swered by him when but six years of age, 
on his visit to Portsmouth :— 

‘*How many days and hours since the 
christian era commenced, 1811 years?” 
Answered by him in 20 seconds. ‘*‘How 
many seconds in 11 years?” Answered in 
4 seconds. ‘‘ What sum multiplied by it- 
self will produce 998,001?” Answered in 
less than 4 seconds. ‘*‘ How many hours in 
38 years 2 months and 7 days?” Answered 
in 6 seconds. 

He also extracted the roots by mental 
operations with great rapidity, and in a 
manner perfectly new and original. 
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been realized in respect to the commence- 







































Having cursorily examined this work, 
we have found in it not a few things inte. 
resting to us. ‘ 
Zerah was born in September, 1804. and 
it was sometime in August, 1810, when he 
began to exhibit his unusual Powers in the 
solutions of mathematical questions. Tho’ 
many were inclined to doubt the correct. 
ness of the report they heard of young 
Colburn, a personal examination attested 
their truth. The story of this won. 
derful prodigy of a boy, ‘in the short 
space of one year, not only found its wa 
through the United States, but also reach. 
ed Europe—and foreign journals of litera: 
both of England and France, expres. 
sed their surprise at the uncommon inci. 
dent.” (He has now lost his wonderfyl 
powers in calculation. } 





TO SUBSCRIBERS. 
Want of room has obliged us to omit 


which will appear in our next, on the first 
of March. We do not feel justified at pre- 


every other morth. When we have on the 
list of subscribers only those that are dis- 
posed to pay punctually, we shall be able 
again to print the work monthly. If any 
are still taking the work who wish to de- 
cline, we Once more invite them to return 
this number, with their name written on 


Whether they are able to settle up their 
account or not, they will receive no,trou- 
ble from us. Our expectations not having 





‘operated unfavourably on the minds of 


ground any are disposed to decline their 
| subscription, they are at liberty to do so. 





ment of troublesome events, may have 





















some in regard to the work. If on this 


We have only expressed our honest belief, 
and are fully convinced, from numerous 
prophecies too plain to admit of mistake, 
that such events are near at hand, and it 
has been our wish that people might seek 
to be prepared to meet them in the best 
way they are able. They will come soon 
enough for us all, and too many will find 
themselves unprepared to meet them when 
they do come. It will be a very poor time 
to prepare for them when they have once 
begun. 

—<—————— 


The Reformer and Christian is printed o! - 
first of every other month, atone dollar fort 
numbers or a volume. Letters to be addressed 
and payment made, to T. R. GATES, Propriee. 
and principal Editor, No. 290 North Third 
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Philadelphia. The numbers may be 
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